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© cere Recommendation + a 
Publick Spirit could fo far 


5 biaſes your Tudgments, as 10 
N Ve to require the Publication of 
it; I, with leſs Reluftancy, ſubmit to 
A 2 your 


DEDICATION. 
your Command; in hapes that Tha ſl 
Virtue will ſtill continue to ſhine under 
the meaneft Dreſs. And then I ſhall 
patiently undergo the Severity of Cri- 
ticks; if JI may be, in the leaft-wiſe, | 
Inſtrumental in Promoting That Noble | 


Quality, ſo Amiable in itſelf, and fi 
Beneficial to Mankind, I am, 


GENTLEMEN, 


Your Affectionate School-fellow, 


and very Humble Servant, 


SAM. DOD. 
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As every Man hath received the Gift, 
even fo Miniſter the fame one to ano- 
ther, as good Stewards of the Mani- 
fold Grace of God. 


T is controverted by Commentators, 
whether by the Gift and Grace here 
ſpoken of, which both import the 

| ſame Thing, are to be underſtood on- 
ly the Spiritual Benefits, which AE 

mighty God has conferr'd on Chri- 
ſtians, vi. the extraordinary Miracu- 
lous Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt in the firſt Ages of the 

Church; and at all times His ordinary Influences, 

and the natural endowments of the Mind. Or whe- 

ther in them are included alſo the external ſecular 


3 of Honour, Wealth, c. which the Divine 


Bounty beſtows. | „ 

But without entring upon the critical Niceties on 
either ſide; *tis evident that the Words in the Origi- 
nal will admit, and the Context does require, that 


they ſhould be underſtood of Both. 
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The Words are y224oue and yew, both which 
do properly ſignify a Free Gift, Bounty, Favonr, or I 
Benefit conferr'd, and that in general, without any | fc 
reſtriction to either Spiritual, or Temporal Things; ta 
and ſo are to be applied to either, or both, as the Con- Ml © 
text ſhall require: And accordingly they are variouſly Þ G 
applied in the New Teſtament. I 

That the Word ye is therein us'd to denote the MH 
Spiritual _= of God, and the Gracious Influences of 
the Holy Ghoſt, I ſuppoſe it needleſs to bring a Proof; e 
it being { frequent and unconteſted. . 8 8 

And that it is us'd alſo to ſignify Temporal Benefits, 
is evident from 2 Cor. viii. 4. Where St. Paul ſpeaking 
of the Charitable Contributions, which the Churches 
of Macedonia had Collected for the poor Saints at Jeruſa- | 
lem, and deſired to commit to him in Truſt; He ex- 
preſſes them by this very Word, ſaying, 9 
r F XA PIN- CHa HUνx E. And again, v. 6. ſpeak- 
ing of a further Collection for the ſame, He words it 
T XAPIN Teurw. | 
And then for the word yagwwe, tho? it be indeed 
generally apply'd to Sprite Gifts, and Temporal Ones Mi 
are for the -moſt part expreſsd by Age or Aue; MY 
yet that the former does, in propriety of Speech, in-. 
clude Both, appears from Row. i. 11. where the Apo- tt 
ſtle lays to the Roman Converts, I long ro ſee You, da : . 
TY Ara XAPIEMA outs HNETMATIK ON, MI" 
where tis plain, from = «x Diſt inctiye Adjective th 
Ino nu that A? is a general Term including MP 
both Spiritual and Secular Gifs : For otherwiſe, did L 
it ſtrictly denote only Spiritual Gifts, that Adjective . 
is maniteſtly needleſs and redundant. 1 of 

And then further, That the Words are to be un- b 
derſtood in that comprehenſive Senſe here in my IM" 

Text, e 
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And, 45 there ſeems a readineſs to Will, that there mi 
be a performance alſo out of that which ye have ; BIVE me 
leave to ſtir ap your pure minds, by way of remembrance 
theſe following Particulars. | | 
Firſt, That all our Powers, Advantages, and Ac 
quiſitions, whether Spiritual or Temporal are owing 
to the Divine Bounty; which is imply'd in thet 
words, 4s every Man hath received the GI FT. 
Secondly, That God beſtows them, not ſo as that we 
have an Abſolute, Independent Propriety in them: 
But as a Truſt committed to our Charge. Which ap 
pears from theſe words, as good STEWARDS of th 
manifold Grace of God. * 5 
Which being diſcuſs'd, it will be proper to conſider 
to what Degree, and in what Manner, we are t 
MINISTER the ſame one to another. 
As to thoſe Powers and Advantages, which Gol 
immediately beſtows, there is no room for a Debate 
concerning them: And to ſuch as are pH d up, upon 
Account of them, we may ſeaſonably put with 8. 
Paul, theſe Expoſtulatory Queſtions, Who maketh Thee i 
difler from another? or what haſt Thou that thou didſt nu 
receive? 1 Cor. iv. 7. 858 
And then that Thoſe which we receive by mean 
of our own Labour and Induſtry, are to be acknoy- 
edgy as Gifts of God, will appear. 7 
irſt, Inaſmuch as all our Powers and Faculties 
both of Soul and Body, we receiv'd from God; and 
therefore whatſoever we do, by a due uſe of Them 
with Induſtry and Application afterwards acquire 
is juſtly to be accounted as owing to the Supreme Au. 
thor of thoſe reſpective Powers. And according 
Moſes precaution'd the Children of Iſrael, againk 
Priding themſelves in their Herds, and their * 
telt 


Manifold Gifts of GOD. 7 
Text, is evident from the immediately preceding and 
y [lowing Verſes, v. 9. the Apoſtle exhorts to Hoſpi- 
„ tality, and then follows, s every Man hath received the 
6%, &c. Now I think it is beyond diſpute, that the 
it does include thoſe things, with which they were 
required to be Hoſpitable; and it is as certain that 
_ Hoſpitality is exercis'd in Temporal Things, 

And then, That Spiritual Benefits are here likewike 
to be underſtood, appears from v. 11. for when the 
Apoſtle had faid, % every Man hath reteived the Gift, 
even ſo miniſter the ſame one to another, as good Stewards 
A the manifold Grace of God; He immediately ſubjoins, 
am Man SPEAK, let him ſpeak as the Oracles of Goa; 
Tam Man MINISTER, ler him dv it us of the Abilit 
Which God giverh. Both which are reckon'd among 
Hiritual Gifts; and do as plainly relate to the Gift 
mention'd in the foregoing Verſe. | 

Ihe Apoſtle's Exhortation then appears to be to this 
effect; That whatever either Spiritual or Secular Gifts 
God in his Providence thinks fit to allot us, they be 
earefully employ'd for the Publick Good, the Uſe of 
Mankind. | | | 
Ihe Duty contain'd in the Words, taken in this juſt la- 
titude, can never be unſea ſonably recommended to Men's 
Fractice. But this Preſent Solemnity affords further par- 
ticular Reaſons for its enforcement, and withal more 


than ordinary hopes of Succeſs; now that I addreſs 
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nyſelf to a numerous Venerable Aſſembly of Pious, 
Learned, Honourable, and Wealthy Perſonages: In 
2 word, to ſuch as are Partakers of all the various 
Lifts and manifold Grace of God, voluntarily met toge- 
ther, Devoutly to acknowledge them to the Glory of 
their Author; and, as we truſt, Religiouſly diſposꝰd 
to Mimſter the ſame one to another, as good Stewards of 
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weir Silver, and Gold, when Multiply'd ; and ſayin 
1 their Hearts, My Power, and the Might of my Hand 
bath gotten me this Wealth, And that from this ver 

Conſideration, that God gave them the Pomer to 0 Wealth, 
Deut. viii. 18. Which Reaſon will equally hold good 


in relation to the Improvements of the Mind. 


Then again, All our Acquiſitions appear to be ow- 


4 


ing to the Divine Bounty, not only as we receiv d our 


iginal Powers from Almighty God, but alſo tor 
ha dar bl Providence does —— all the Affairs 
ap of Human Life; and is neceſſary to the Succeſs of 
all our Labours. So true is That of the Experieac'd 


ſalmiſt, that without This is i waiz for you ta riſe 
_— ,t0 2 up late, to cat the bread of Sorroms, or Caref 
= And, indeed, our own Experience muſt have 
inform'd us, that the utmoſt Induftry, and Applica- 
tion is often render'd Fruitleſs and Ineſfectual, for 
want of the Divine Bleſſing ; and on the contrary, that 
with that many Things are brought to Perfection, 
even beyond Men's expectations; nay, ſeemingly 
above the reach of all Human Means. But I 
we need not longer infiſt on what is, and muſt be 
confeſs d to be true, by all that acknowledge a God, 
and an pw ara) 5 
roceed we therefore to 
Ch Conſideration, viz. That God beftows 
theſe Gifts, not ſo as that we have an Abſolute, In- 
dependent Propriety in them, but as a Truſt commut- 
ted to our Charge: We are STEWARDS only of 
the manifold Graze of God. Which L take to be pro- 
claim'd both by _ — Voice of Reaſon, and 
of Revelation. 
* — ada Former, far be from us a raſh, 


Judging of Partieutar Diſpenſations of Provi- 
B 


In 
inſolent dence : 
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dence ; or a preſumptuous determination of What 
ought, or ought not, to be done, in any Single In- 
ſtances. No: Such Gracious Diſpenſations, as well 
as Judgments, are far above, out of our Sight: And in 
conſidering Both we ought, with Holy Job, to Lay 
our hands upon our Mouths , unleſs an awful Senſe of the 
Wiſdom and Majeſty of God excite us to expreſs, 
with the Apoſtle, a Devout and Submiſſive Admira- 
tion of them, ſaying, How unſearchable are His Judg- 
ments, and His Ways paſt finding out ! But then, as to the 
general Rules and Methods of His Providence, we are 


allow'd, with Decency, to declare our Thoughts con- 
cerning them, They being ſuch as do approve them- 
{elves to the ſtricteſt Reaſon of Mankind. And ac- 


cordingly we find God himſelf graciouſly condeſcend- 
ing to appeal to Human Reaſon, for the Juſtification 
of his Proceedings, as we may ſee at large in the 18th 
chap. of Ezekiel. | 
To reduce This to the Particular now under Con- 
ſideration. Tis obvious that Almighty God is pleas'd 


to diſtribute the good Things of this Life, both Spiri- 


rual and Secular, with a Diſcriminating, tho? Liberal 
Hand. Now tho' we dare not preſume to aſſign a 


Reaſon, why to This or That Man is allotted a larger 


Portion; yet may we, I think, without preſumption, 
conclude, in general, that the larger Diſpenſations 


are committed as a Truſt Chiefly for the Publick Good. 
For what poſſible Reaſon can be aſſign'd, why God 


ſhould — impart the larger Shares of His 
Bounty, purely for Men's private Uſe and Satisfaction? 
Is He (pardon the expreſſion if I ſay) thus Partial in 
his Diſtributions to peculiar Favourites of Heaven ? 
Far be it from us to imagine, that Infinite Wiſdom and 


Purity can be carried away by a Blind Affection! 


Does 
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Does He then always beſtow them as Rewards of Ver- 
tue? I ſuppoſe no one will affirm it; ſince tis neither 
true in Fact; nor ſo agreeable to our preſent State 
of Probation in this World. It follows then that 
They are chiefly deſign'd for the Publick Good. 

And this will further appear from a yet more ſare 
word of Prophecy, even that of Revelation. And Here 
that famous Parable of the Talents demands our no- 
tice : Concerning which *tis, I think, agreed by In- 
terpreters, that it was made uſe of, to ſignify to us 
the State of Mankind 1n this World : the Talents to 
denote the Gqod Things, both Spiritual, and Tem- 
poral, which we here enjoy. 

Now we find in the Sequel of the Parable, that 
Theſe were deliver'd, not as of Property, but in Truſt; 
and that a ſtrict Account was afterwards exacted, how 
they had been employ'd. | 37a 

Again, Expreſly to this purpoſe is That of our Sa- 
viour, Lake X11. 42. Who then is that Faithful and Wiſe 
Steward, whom His Lord ſhall make Ruler over his Houſ: 
hold to give them their Portion of Meat in die Seaſon ? 

And we are inform'd by St. Paul that the Extraor- 
dinary (and I think we may argue Conſequently the 
Ordinary) Gifts of the Spirit were conferr'd, not for 
Men's private Uſe and Satisfaction: But for the per- 
fecting of the Saints, for the Work of the Miniſiry, for the 
Edifying of the Body of Chriſt, Eph. iv. 12. | 

An OEconomy, This, worthy of God, the Author; 
and beſt ſuited to the State of Man, the Subject of 
it! All certainly, but ſuch as are reſolv'd to ſee no- 
thing but what makes for their own private Intereſts, 
muſt clearly perceive, in it, the plaineſt Footſteps of 
Divine Wiſdom, and Goodneſs! For hereby God has: 
made an ample Proviſion for all of us: And withal fo. 

B 2 BR_=. 
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order'd it, that this ſecular Proviſion ſhould be ſub. 
ſervient to our Eternal Intereſts. Vouchſafing to 
ſome an happy Opportunity of becoming Inſtruments 
of His Goodneſs, and exercifing ſuch Vertues, as He 
will reward hereafter. And again withholding from 
Others many Comforts of Human Lite, 1n order to the 
Exerciſe of other, no leſs, Vertues, But at the ſame 
time appointing Stewards to ſupply their Wants. 

So that in this preſent State, tho' there ate, for 
wiſe and good Ends, ſome Inequalities ; there appear to 
be no Deficiencies in God's Providence. He having ſo 
diſpens'd the good Things of this Lite, as formerly the 
Manna in the Wilderneſs; that They who gather much, 
ſbould have nothing over; and They that gather little, ſhould 
have no lack. 5 

It appearing then, beyond all reaſonable Contra- 
dition, that all the Advantages we enjoy, whether 
Spiritual, or Secular ; whether Original, or Acquired, 
are committed to us in Tuſt for the Publick Good; 


it follows that they are not Abſolutely at our own Þ 


diſpoſal: We are not at liberty to ſquander them 


away upon ourſelves ; or, on the contrary, to let them | 


lie by uſeleſs and unoccupied. 

In both theſe Caſes we lie under a two-fold Guilt; 
of Unfaithfulneſs to God, and Injuſtice to Man. The 
Abuſe of our Talents 1s indeed attended with more 
pernicious Conſequences; but the Negle& of them is 
equally a Breach of Truſt : And accordingly we find 
it ſeverely condemn'd and puniſh'd in the foremen- 
tion'd Parable. | 

The Criminal is not charg'd with an Abuſe of 
what he had receiv'd, by Riot and Exceſs ; but for 
a negleQ of it: He made no uſe of the Talent com- 
mitted to him: He hid his Lord's Money. And for this 


w 
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he was pronounc'd an «profitable Servant, and cons 
manded into outer Darkneſs. 2 

Which heavy Condemnation, that we may all 
eſcape, let us now, with holy Reſolutions of Obes 
dience, conſider dl - of 

Thirdly, To what degree, and in what manner we 
are to Minifter theſe Gifts one to another. by 

I ſhall ſpeak diſtinctly to thoſe different Sorts of 
Gifts above ſpecified, vis. Spiritual and Seralar, + 

By Spiritual, I mean the Natural Endowments of 
the Mind ; and the Gracious Influences of the Holy 
Ghoſt. Now as the Manifeftation of the Spirit, in the 
exerciſe of theſe Gifts, is given to every Man, not for his 
own private uſe, but to profit others withal : As One has 
well Paraphras'd, 1 Cor. xii. 7. It naturally follows 
in the firſt place, that all of us are oblig'd, according 
to our ſeveral Gifts, to determine ourſelves, ſo far as 
we may, to ſuch Stations and Employments of Life, 
not as ſhall tend moſt to our own Profit, or Private 
I Satisfation ; but the Publick Good. 5.1 
is the undoubted Right of the Creator to order 
and diſpoſe the various Parts of His Creation. And 
what He does in the Natural Body by His immediate 
Operation; we may fairly conclude He direQs, in 
the Spiritual Body, by His Gifts, and Graces. And, 
apreeably hereto, it is declar'd of the Chriſtian 
Church, that God has fer the Members, every one 
them, in the Body, 4s it Fas pleus d Him, x Cor. xii. 18. 

And doubtleſs our Excellent Church had this in 


view, when She directed that this —— — 
ſnould be put to every one that offer d himſeif for 


Holy Orders. Do you truſt that you are inwartly mori 
by the Holy Ghoſt, tu take apon you this Office: and Miniſtra- 
tion, to ſerve God, for the Promoting of Hi Glory, and 


the 
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the Edifying of His People? A Queſtion which (how. 
ever it be ridicul'd by Atheiſtical and Profane Scof- 


fers; or evaded by Inſolent Intruders into that Sacred 


Office) does abundantly proclaim the Wiſdom and Piety 


of our Church; in uſing that precaution to deter any 
Man from taking that Honour to Himſelf, but He that 


is called of God. And Initiating all that are to Wait {Mr 
at the Altar, by ſo Solemn a Declaration as might for Wee 


cver influence their future Conduct. 


The foremention'd Reaſon, of God's Diſpoſal of 


Perſons and Things, will hold good in reſpect to other 


Stations of Life: All which ought to be ſuited to Men- ? 


Natural or Acquired Abilities. 


And when Men are enter d into their reſpective Sta- 


tions and Employments, it is no leſs incumbent on 
them to exerciſe their Gifts for the Publick Good. 
And thus all Spiritual Gifts, the Gifts of Wiſdom, 
and Knowledge, Ec. ſhould be exercis'd, in In- 
ſtructing the Ignorant, Convincing the Erroneous, 
Reforming the Vicious; and, in a Word, applying 


to the ſeveral Defects of Men's Underſtandings and ö 7 


Wills. 

This Duty, indeed, in ſome ſort, concerns all Men 
that are poſſeſs'd of theſe Gifrs, according to their 
ſeveral Opportunities: But more eſpecially the Clergy, 
who by the deſignation of God and Man are laid 
under more particular Obligations to it. They are ſepa- 
rated unto the Goſpel of Chriſt: They are, in an eſpecial 
manner, appointed to Inſtruct, Reprove, Rebuke, 
Exhort, Comfort, in a Word, to Watch for Men's Souls. 
Which Active Vigilance is further inſinuated, and 
enforc'd in thoſe other Denominations of the Mi- 


niſters of the Goſpel, viz. Stewards, Husbandmen, 
Shepherds, cc. 2 | 


We 


- 
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We then, of all Men, are moſt inexcufable, if we 
neglect this great Truſt. Tis our Secular as well as 
Spiritual Employment; and in the Neglect of it we 
are Unfaithful to our God; and Unprofitable to our 
Brethren. And ſevere, we know, will be the Doom 
Jof Unprofitable and Unfaithful Servants | Woe i unto 
Inne, ſays St. Paul, if I preach not the Goſpel ! which is 
equally applicable to all other Parts of the Miniſte- 
Trial Office. 3 lag 
And now that I mention that great Apoſtie, the Apo- 
ſtle whoſe Memory the Church this Day Religioully Ce- 
ebrates; we cannot, I think, better anſwer the Deſign 
of the Day (either General, or Particular; either as 
Members of the Church of Exgland; or as having 
Treceiv'd our Education in St. Paul"s-School) than by 
Y propoſing to our Imitation that great Pattern and 
Exemplar of a Faithful Steward, 
It would be endleſs to recount his Glorious La- 
E bours; the Labours of his Mind, and the Labours 
ot his Body, for the Publick Good! The Day would 
fail me in the enumeration of Either. Take therefore 
His Character in this ſhort, but full and true Account 
5 of Him: That His whole Life, after His Converſion, 
was ſpent in one continued Exerciſe of the Warmeſt, 
and withal Prudent, Zeal, in promoting the Glory of 
God, and the Good of Men. A Pattern! we muſt 
indeed for ever deſpair of coming up to; but it is our 
Duty, and will be our Happineſs to Copy after it. 
But I muſt not overlook the External, Secular Ad- 
vantages of Men. Which are chiefly Thoſe of Riches, 
Honour, and Authority. —_ IE 
As to the Firſt, of which, Tm ſenſible, tis difficult, 
bf not impoſſible, to fix any certain proportion of Gene- 
roſity, or Charity; which ſhall extend univerſally * 
| a 
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all Men. For that different Cireumſtances of Sta. 
tion, and Dependency, muſt needs vary it in almoj 
every Perſon. What therefore remains to be dom 
in this Cafe, is, to lay down the moſt extenfive, gene 
ral Rule; and leave the particular Application to eve 
ry Man's Conſcience in the Sight of Gd. 
I fay then, granting what is before evinc'd, tha 
theſe Gifts are committed to us in Traſt, for the Publu 
Good; I think this Rule muſt be allow'd to be high. 
reaſonable; that we apply to this ufe all our Superſ 
ities ; all that exceeds the nocellary Enjoyments, o 
at moſt, modeſt Conveniencies of Human Life, a. 
cording to our feveral Stations in it. | 
Here again, I am ſenſible there is room for evaſion; 

for that Men may pretend Wants equal to. thei 
Fortunes: But let ſuch confider, that, however the 
deceive themſelves, or others, with ſuch vain Pre 
tences: God is not to be deceiv'd. He feerh not, a 
Man ſeeth. | 
But to obviate this Evaſion, as far as may be, 1] 
think it proper to obſerve; that atmoſt every Mas, 
F think F may fay, Alt, but fuch as are themfetves Oh. 
jects of Charity, are oblig'd to ſome degree of Bene. 
| fcence: As appears from the foremention'd Parable 
For that the Perſon therein condemn'd, had receiy' 
but a Single Talent, the ſmalleſt Portion of his Mafter\ 
Bounty. And we find our Saviour highly approving 
of the pY Widow's two Mites, a ſmall Donation, but 

ample eſtimony of her abuadant Charity. 

nd then for Perſons of larger Fortunes, Thei 
Beneßgence mult riſe in proportion to them. Ant 
here I beg leave to recommend to their frequen 
and ſerious Conſideration; how They win be abt 
to anſwer it to God, and their own Conſciences, l 
* 
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the great Day of Accounts; if it ſhall then appear, 
chat They have ſpent in Riot and Exceſs, That with 
J which God deſign'd They ſhould Feed the Hungry, 
Cloath the Naked, and Relieve and Comfort the Sick 
and CAPUBE<) to 1g) 13 08 bfeau: 2d. 03248 rn 
I am not here Contending for a Cynical Contempt 
W of Earthly Riches; or a Total Diſregard and Ne- 
Iglect of Lourſelves. But that ye Uſe this, World (4s 
it Abuſing it ) in a Moderate Enjoy ment of the Good 
Things of it, within the Decent Bounds of Reaſon, 
Jand Religion. And an uſeful Miniſtration of the Reſt, 
according to the Deſign of Providence. 5 


- 


Neither am I pleading for Countenance, and Sup- 
port to the Idleneſs of wandring Vagabonds. No: 
There are, Objects enough beſides, to exerciſe. the 
moſt enabled Charitable Diſpoſition. Many Poor, 
tho! Laborious Families to be Aſſiſted. Many Sor- 
rowful and Needy Widows to be Reliev'd. Nume- 
r0us Helpleſs . Orphans to be Provided for, and that 
not only as to their preſent Support; but their Eternal 
Intereſts, by a Careful Religious Education. 
Objects! All of them Worthy the Notice, and Re- 


. 


6 lief of Chriſtians. + But the Latter more eſpecially 
demands it of Us, who are ſenſible of the Happineſs, of 
In Early Education. They indeed have no reaſon 


0 expect what, We: have enjoy d, a Learned; but a 
Religious One, it is our Duty, and our Intereſt to be- 


« WOW upon them. 44 / .. ien e > UI 

The Recommendation of This Particular Chari- 
en, may perhaps ſeem needleſs; Now that, by the 
A leſing of God, It is ſo largely Exercis'd, and Suc- 
u eſling of God, It is ſo largely Exercis'd, and Suc-, 
| oe aner ' \ Y Ti: 49 
em eeded in this Kingdom: And Doubtleſs many. 
def your Hands have been employ'd in this trur; 


1 Chriſtian, and Uſeful Work. However TI, can, 
he WE not 
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Public Good. Tis a Vain-glorious and abſurd Con- 
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not forbear beſeeching ye to abound, in it, mor; 
and more. + | 5 

As to the Gifts of Honour and Authority; They like. 
wiſe being a Traſt repos d in Men by Divine Provi. 
dence, are to be us'd to the Glory of God, and the 


ceit, to think Theſe either due to their own Merit; 
or given by God Purely to Gratify Their own Amb c, 
tion, or that may Lord it over their Inferior, 
No: Doubtleſs Theſe were en er. as much a or 
leaſt, for the Iyferior's Good; as the Superior's Gran. th 
deur. And therefore, as all due Reſpect and Defe | 
rence is to be paid to every Order, and Ordinance 8 
Mai for the Lord's ſake : {0 a ſtrict regard is to be had p, 
by Thoſe that are peſſeſsd of them, to the Defign d 
their Honour and Authority. e ngs £4. 
And would They in their ſeveral Stations and De. 
rees, ſeriouſly reffect on the Obligations they lie un 


cer, both in Duty and Gratitude: Nay would They 15 
frequently take a View of that Pleaſing Proſpect, the an 
Bleis'd Effects of their Endea vours; They wou ;, 
need no other Motive to excite their Zeal. For in 
deed, Would Thoſe that fill the Higher Stations, that . c 


are Inveſted with Authority in Church and State 50 
univerſally diſcharge their ſeveral Trafts, in Encourag- . 
ing and Rewarding Induſtry and Vertue; in DH ot 
countenancing, and Puniſhing Sloth, and Immoral 

; and Enforcing their Endeavours by their own q. 


t 
Br; hr Examples: What Abuſes 'might They na 


Rettify ? What Irregularities might they not Re 
form? What Vertue might ey bol Recommend dit 
and bring in Faſhion ? When befides It's own N the 
nd ri. it comes Adorn'd with outward SplerMW FO 
lour R 
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Having thus Evinc'd, and Particulariz'd the Duty; 
give me leave further to recommend it to your Pra- 
ctice, upon theſe following Motives. Ihe 'Tendexcy of 
it to the Glory and Happineſs of our Nation. And The 
Advancement of our own Private Intereſts, in the Bual- 
tation of our Nature; and the Increaſe of our Happineſs, 
both in This Life, and That which is to come. 
The Hirſt of them is obvious to the Common Rea 
ſon of Mankind. Every One muſt ſee that Glory, 
and Happineſs would be Inſeparable from a Society 
of Men, each one Filling his Station; and diſcharging 
the ſeveral Duties of it. The whole Body thus fitly join d 
together, and compacted by that which every Joint ſupplieth, 
according to the effettual Working in the meaſure of every 
Part, muſt needs wake a due Intreaſe of the Body. 
To the well known general Advantages I add: 
That a Pablick Spirit would be of Singular Uſe in 
That, which is of the utmoſt Conſequence to us, I 
mean the Laying that Spirit, or rather Fury of Divi- 


fron, which is Abroad amongſt us; and like the Author 


and Inſtigator of it, 44 4 Roaring Lyon walketh about, 


ſeeking whom It may deu © 


Could Men but once be prevail'd upon, to lay 
aſide their Self. intereſted Views; at leaſt to Poſt- 
pone them to the Publict Good: We fhould ſoon ſee 
an end of our Party-Prejudiets, and Odious Names 
of Diſtinktion! which are already Diſhonourable to 
our Nation: And God grant They prove not De- 
ſtructive to it. | of WARY ns K 

What makes for, or againſt, the Glory and Hap- 
pineſs of a Nation, is ealily, I might ſay, Infallibſy 
diſcoverable by Judicious and Unbyaſs'd\ Minds. 89 
that nothing, but Preſudice, and Partiality (tlie main 
Foundation of which is Self-Intereſt) can do us harm! 
. | C 2 And 
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ficence to Mankind. 


And where- ever They get Footing, tliey ſoon draw 
after them thoſe Diviſions, which our Lord has De 
clar'd, and Experience Confirm'd, will bring a Kjngdom 
to Deſolation. 8 ( 0 28 
On the other hand, the Natural Conſequence gf 


Peace within our Walls, is, Proſperity within our Palace, 


And, O that Our Jeraſalem were thus Built as d Cig, 
that is at Unity in itſelf! Or, if we muſt be Contending 
that It were only in this Noble Æmulation, Who ſhal 
Moſt Promote the Glory of God, and the Happineſs of 
Men! A moſt Effectual Way, This, to prevail upon 
the Tribes to come up; even all the Tribes of the Lord, un 
to the Teſtimony 7 Our Iſrael; to give Thanks unto the 
Name of the Lord. | 
There remains a yet more generally prevailing Mo 


tive, The Advancement of our own private Intereſts: 


and That, in the moſt Subſtantial Inſtances, The Ex- 
altation of our Nature, and the Increaſe of our Happ. 
neſs, both in This Life, and That mhich is to come. 

Our Nature is ſurely the more Exalted, the nearer 
we approach to, and the more we reſemble Sqperin 
Beings. And it is as certain, that Their Superiorit 
is in nothing more conſpicuous, than in their Bene. 


” 


The Holy Angels are all Miniſtring 5 pirits, ſent fort 
to Miniſter to them who. ſhall be Heirs of noſe 


our Bleſſed Lord came into the World, not » 


be Miniſtred unto, but to Miniſter; and to give His Life 
4 rn for Many. BE 

Again, Beneficence ſeems, if I may ſo ſay, to be The 
Favourite-Employment of the Divine Being: The Ever- 
glorious: Tyinit) having condeſcended to undertake 


Diftin# Offices (as tho it were the better to per: 


form them) The Father of Creating, The Son of 


Redzemin!, 


PU DA FOSNO: . 
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Readeeming, and The Holy Ghoſt of Sanitifying the Sons , 
of Men. by 2 

O Glorious Vertue of Beneficence! O Happy Oppor- 
tunity, of being by This made little lower than the An. 
gels: And of Recovering the Image of God Himſelf ! 
Let This then be the Higheſt of our Ambition; as it 
certainly is the Greateſt Honour that can be done us, 
To be made, by God, Partakers with Himſelf, in the 
Glory of Doing Good. 


This Exaltation of our Nature is every Man's Duty 
to aſpire after. And is expected of Each One more 
and more, in proportion to the Opportunities, and 
Advantages He enjoys... 

The Application of This is very obvious. A Care- 
ful, Religious Education is One of the Greateſt of Ad- 
vantages. And This We have Enjoy'd, Equal with 
Moſt, and Inferior to None, in St. PAU L's School. 
Which now that I mention, *twill, I hope, be no Un- 
ſeaſonable Digreſſion, to remind Us of our Duty to 
It, That, as We have receiv'd it from our Prede- 
ceſſors; ſo we be careful to tranſmit it down to Po- 
ſterity, One of the Brighteſ# Ornaments of this Great 
Ci. We n 
But to return, The faithful Diſcharge of our ſeveral 
T who tends to the Advancement of our Happineſs, as 
well as Glory: And that both in This Life, and the 
Life to Come. In this Life, It adminiſters Solid and 
Subſtantial Pleaſures (Infinitely exceeding the utmoſt 
Gratiſications of our Senſual Appetites!) in a Continged 
Bliſsful Entertainment of a Senſe. of having done our 
Duty. And in frequent Rexew'd Repaſts, (as fre- 
uent as are the Exerciſes of our Benevolence) in the 
articipation of the Happineſs of Other Men,, 


5 |  "Intipreſibt 
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Enjoyments of This Life: A far more Exceeding and 


Inexpreſſible is the Pleaſure ! Extatick are the 
Delights of being Inſtrumental under God, in Feed- 
ing the Hungry, that were even now Starving for 
want of Food! In Clothing the Naked, that were 
ready to periſh with Cold; In Redeeming, and Com- 
forting Thoſe that were juſt expiring in a Loathſom 
Priſon ! And finally, In performing all the Offices 
of Charity, and Mercy to the Souls and Bodies of our 
Fellow-Chriſtians ! Thus may We be Comforted in all 
Their Comforts; yea and exceeaingly Joy, for the Joy of 
THEM; when Their Spirits are refreſhed by us. 

And yet as Great, as Deſirable as are Theſe De- 
lights; there wait us in the Bleſſed Manſions Above, 
as much Greater, as Theſe are beyond all the Senſual 


Eternal Weight of Bliſs and Glory! ) 

They that be Wife, ſhall ſhine as the _—_— of the 
Firmament! And They that turn Many to Righteouſneſs, 
as the Stars for Ever and Ever! Thoſe that have 
Faithfully Improv'd, and Diſpens'd What has been 
Depoſited in their Hands; ſhall be ſet, ſome over 
Five, Others over Tex Cities. And in Proportion to 
their Truſts, and the Diſcharge of them, ſhall Enter 
the Joy of their Lord. 

And can any Man be in ſuſpence about This 
Purchaſe! Can the Greateſt Uſurer propoſe a more 
Gainful Merchandize, than This Pearl of great Price; 
tho* He ſells all that he hath, to buy it. 641 
_ Surely did we but weigh this Motive as we ought, 
we ſhould need no further Exhortation : But, to the 
Utmoſt of our Power, be willing of Ourſelves. 


We ſhould not then Confider how Little we 


Do. Or how Little we may Give; without. falling 
under the Imputation of Sloth, and — 
_— neſs. 


and be ſpent, for our Chriſtian Brethren ; being a 


Manifold Gifts of GO D. 23 
neſs. But how Mach we can do, in the Service of God 
and the Publick : Without Neglecting that Secular Bu- 
ſineſs, which Divine Providence has allotted us. And 
how Much we can Give; without Suffering Them to 
want who depend upon Us. ; 
Thus ſhould we, with the Apoſtle, very gladly 11 4 
ur'd, 
that This Work and Labour of Love, as it often entails. 
greater Bleſſings upon our Poſterity, than the largeft 
Fortunes can procure them; ſo will undoubtedly 
intitle Thoſe that perform it to an abundant Recompence 
of Reward Hereafter. O Happy Welcome to All that 
ſhall receive it! Well done, thou Good and Faithful Ser- 
vant; thou haſt been Faithful over a few things, I will wake 
thee Ruler over many things: Enter Thou into the Foy of 
thy Lord. re. 
"I ſhall conclude with that weighty Admonition of 
St. Paul. Rom. xii. 6, 7, 8. Having then Gifts, differ- 
ing according to the Grace that is given to us, whether Pro- 
phecy, let us Propheſy according the proportion of Faith : 
or Miniſtry, let us wait on our Miniſtring; or He that 
Teacheth, on Teaching; or He that Exhorteth, on Exhorta- 
tion; He that Giveth, let him do it with Simplicity; He 
that Ruleth, with Diligence; He that Sheweth Mercy, 
with Chearfulneſs. 1 11 1 


- 


' Now to God, the Author of all our Gifts and 

Graces, Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, be re- 

turd all due Praiſes, Adoration and Obedience, 
from Henceforth aud for Evermore. Amen. 
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